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June News

Coming Up Soon!

The Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation  will team up
It WaS a Very Gala with Shoot For a Cure for
. the second annual Honda
Eveﬂ”’]g! I'ndy Toronto Wal k
Wheel -a-thon, to be held in
downtown Toronto on
Thursday, July 15, 2010 in
SSPF'S 11th ANNUAL RACING TO support of spinal cord injury
research.  On the eve of the
RECOVERY GALA: Hundreds of Honda Indy Toronto,
participants an d families
People Raise Thousands of will have the once -ini a-
lifetime opportunity to do a
Dollars to Fund Paralysis 5km run, and a 2.8km walk
and wheel to the finish line
Research and Quality of Life on a professional racetrack,
just hours before the 1ZOD
Programs IndyCar Series drivers start
their engines.

Participants can register

online (click here )fora
nominal pre  -registration fee
of $25, which is waived if

the participants raises at

least $150  in support of the
cause. Participants can also
register at the event for

$30.

AThe Sam Schnaysst P
Foundation is committed to
finding a cure for the loss of
generalized or localized
muscle function in order to
better the lives of the
millions of people affected
by the condition, o
commented Ida Cahill,
president of the Sam
Each year the Schmidt Paralysis
Founda t i on. AThese t
partnerships create the
a fiRacing to Recovery Gal ad opportunity to combine
resources and talent. Our
association with Shoot For A
partners and its supporters. On a balmy night in Cure Moto - Sport is
particularly special since
racing fans will have the
thousands of dollars to fund research to help opportunity to actually run,
walk and wheel in the tire
trac ks of their favorite
with disabling spinal cord injuries. (To s ee photos drivers. o

Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation plays host for

recognize the achievements of the Foundation, its

May, hundreds of people came together to raise

discover a cure for paralysis and to help those

of this year Olseree)vent, click ) _
A victory party will take

place immediately following



http://us1.admin.mailchimp.com/templates/*|ARCHIVE|*
http://samschmidt.org/gallery/Album59
http://www.shootforacure.org/
http://samschmidt.org/

Some of IndyCar's most well -known current
drivers attended the Foundation's Gala this year,
including Townsend Bell, Alex Tagliani, Ryan
Briscoe, Will Power , Alex Lloyd, Jay Howard, Ana
Beatriz, Buddy Lazier, James Hinchcliff, Gustavo
Yacaman, Wade Cunningham, J.K. Vernay, Pippa
Mann, Philip Major, and Arie Luyendyck, Jr.

Guests also had a unique opportunity to chat with
racing greats Parnelli Jones, Johnny Rutherford,

Bobby Unser and Arie Luyendyck, Sr.

With due ceremony, this yea
Award was presented to one of the true legends

in racing, Parnelli Jones. Said Sam, AThi
is very special to me and every racing fan in

attendance.  Parnelli is one of the most

recognizable names in auto racing and has won

nearly every major auto race event in the U.S.,

including the Indy 500. What makes Parnelli

such a legend is the diversity of vehicles in which

he won races and championsh
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Said Ida Cahill,
President and CEO of the Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation, fAlt was wonderf
outpouring of support from the 1ZOD IndyCar
family and the many individuals and families who
support our event each year. It is because of
them that the Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation
continues to lead the way to find a cure for
paralysis that impacts almost six million people in
the United States. Thank you to

Todd Davis, CEO of LifeLock, Board member of
the Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation and long
time friend of Schmidt, delivered an inspirational
keynote address on the importance of making a
difference in the lives of those with spinal cord
injuries.  The program included a video featuring
local spinal cord injury survivors and their

families discussing the realities of living with
paralysis and how it affects them on a daily

basis. Those featured in the video, VIP gu ests for

the race at the start/finish
line, where guests can take
photos with the 1zOD
IndyCar pace vehicles and
1ZOD IndyCar drivers.
There will be alive
performance by Toront
band EZ Street, with
recording artist Sara
Westbook. Sara has a
special connection to the
event, as her husband
George Westbrook broke his
back as a result of a hockey
accident, and was lucky to
walk again thanks to
advancements in spinal
research.

Business teams will have
the opportunity to
participate in a Corporate
Challenge by registering to
compete against other
corporations in an effort to
raise money and awareness
for the cause while
providing the opportunity
for a fun teambuilding
exercise.

All proceeds will benefit the
Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation and Shoot For a
Cure Moto - Sport. Additional
beneficiaries include the
Sunnybrook Toronto Rehab
Foundations.

Supporting Research

The Sam Schmidt Paralysis
Foundation recently
provided a grant to furthe
the Locomotor Training
Program at Frazier
Rehabilitation Institute in
Louisville, KY, under the
direction of Susan Harkema,
PhD, a researcher at the
frontier of medical
innovation that is giving

people with spinal cord




the evening, were invited up on stage. Through
telling their stories, they highlighted the
i mportance of the Foundatio
mission, and how vital the contributions of the
Foundati ond6s supporters are

vision 1 tofinda permanent cure for paralysis.

Live and silent auctions at the event included
vacations, jewelry, wines, framed artwork, sports
and racing memorabilia signed by highly regarded
sports figures,  IndyCar and NASCAR drivers.
During the evening, renowned mot orsports artist
Bill Patterson created a live painting, which

brought lots of excitement at the auction,

especially after Indy Car drivers in attendance put

SSPF is leading
the charge to cure paralysis by funding scientific
research, medical treatment, rehabilitation and
technological advances, benefiting stroke victims
and people diagnosed with ALS, Alzheimer's and
Parkinson's diseases.  In addition to initiating
local and national advocacy efforts on behalf of
those disabled, SSPF funds various quality of life
grants to organizations, provides college
scholarships for people with spinal cord
injuries/paralysis, funds national Day at the
Races and Run, Walk ON Whee
The Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation is a

member of the Spinal Cord Leaders Council.

More Photos from this

year's Gala

injuries new hope for the

future.

The funds provided by the
foundation are being used
to conduct human pilot
studies that combine drug
interventions with

locomotor training therapy.

Animal studies have shown
significant success in
retraining injured rats to
walk again with a
combination o f spinal cord
stimulation, drug therapy

and locomotor training.

Ida Cabhill and Foundation
Board member Tom Villardi
visited Dr. Harkema to learn
more about the Locomotor

Training Program.

Frazier's Spinal Cord
Medicine Program is one of
the nation's lead ing acute
rehabilitation programs
providing comprehensive
treatment utilizing state
the -art technologies
designed to maximize
functional recovery.

multi - disciplinary, patient
centered approach to care
provides individualized
treatment and support
patients and their families
beginning in the acute
hospital setting and
continuing throughout the

lifespan.

Their
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Sam Schmidt Takes to the Skies
Again!

For the second year in a row,Sam
Schmidt participated in the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway's Centennial Era
Balloon Festival presented by AT&T,
riding in an accessible balloon basket.
Click here for a story done by RTV6 in
Indianapolis who joined Schmidt during
his ride in the air. Enjoy!

Upcoming Events

July:

A 7/3: Day at the Races, Watkins Glen,
NY

A 7/15: Run, Walk 'N Wheelathon, Honda
Indy, Toronto Canada

A 7/16: Day at the Races, Toronto
Canada

August:

A 8/19: Run, Walk, 'N Wheelathon,
Infineon Raceway, Sonoma CA

A 8/21: Day at the Races, Infineon
Raceway, Sonoma CA

A 8/28: Day at the Races, Chicago, IL
September:

A 9/3: Day at the Races, Sparta KY
October:

A 10/2: Day at the Races, Miami, FL
November:

A 11/1: 5th Annual Racing to Recovery
Golf Tournament, Las Vegas, NV

Visit our website for information on how to
register for any of these events, or call the
Sam Schmidt Paralysis Foundation at
317-236-9999.
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